
making the grades
Academic transition to TAMS



Agenda

1.Recap 
2.TAMS Curriculum
3.What to Expect 
4.Campus Resources
5.Staying at TAMS
6.Action Steps 



pop Quiz!

who remembers the 
5 keys for success?



5 Keys for Success

#5: Be Proactive!
#4: Communicate!

#3: Be Present!
#2: Read Carefully!

#1: College Starts Now!



tams 
curriculum



Information about all the TAMS tracks/pathways can be
found here on the TAMS website. Additionally, UNT course

information can be found in the online UNT Catalog.



You already listed a track during the TAMS application process. But you have one more
opportunity to review your options and talk with counselors before enrollment begins.

 
You’ll receive a link to submit an online track confirmation form this Monday, which
will be due this Wednesday. Late submissions will not be accepted.

Read carefully! Review all required courses, for all four semesters 

Tracks can determine several scheduling variables:
how many courses are required each semester
how many slots are available for electives
whether summer classes are necessary

Don’t stress. Choose what YOU want to learn and will be motivated to finish.
tracks don’t appear on TAMS diplomas
won’t guarantee or limit anything you do after TAMS-- you can still pursue any
major, degree, career you like!

In mid-fall 2026, when you start Spring 2027 registration, you’ll have one final chance to
change your track. Then that’s it. *Track changes may result in more requirements.

Track Selection, cont.



Course enrollment is determined based on placement testing, track
selection, course availability, and scheduling constraints.

HS courses are not equivalent to university courses. AP scores are
considered, but won’t replace TAMS credits. Review the Handbook.

ACs will begin enrolling you mid-June, and hope to have schedules
tentatively finished by mid-July. However, schedules are subject to
change up to the first week of classes in mid-August.

Help registration proceed more quickly by monitoring your UNT email
address, and clearing any enrollment holds/blocks on your account.

Course Registration



pop quiz!

What are some major
differences between 

HS vs college
courses?



what to expect 
in a typical week



Course Load
4-5 classes (12-19 credit hours) per semester
3 credit hours = 1 typical lecture “credit” class (+REC)
4 credit hours = STEM class (lecture + LAB)
Seminar - Mondays at 5pm, schedule TBD

Scheduling
Not high school! Classes can run 8am-10pm
Usually 10mins travel time between classes
Some classes require transport to Discovery Park
No more than 3 consecutive classes without 30m break

Electives (Any UNT class, not track-required)
None during first semester
Some tracks have more/less slots open
Must meet UNT pre-requisites
Must not conflict with TAMS/UNT policies

Time outside of class is usually spent…
Professor/TA office hours, tutoring labs
Studying, pre-reading
Research labs
Student club/organization activities
Volunteering, leadership projects

college
schedules



Sample First-Year Schedules



Sample First-Year Schedules



what to expect 
in a typical semester



semester 
begins

Pick up textbooks from
Voertman’s before classes begin.

Syllabi are sometimes available
before classes begin on Canvas
course or UNT website. 

Meet professors. Make a good
first impression! 

Prepare your study space with
necessary materials, and
organize a weekly/monthly
planner to stay on-track.



Most STEM classes have 2-4 unit exams per
semester. Humanities courses may have
various exams and projects/papers, etc.

Exams are often >70% of course averages,
so do not rely on quizzes, homework,
participation, or extra credit to cushion
low exam scores.

Exams usually begin in Weeks 3-5,
and cycle every 3-4 weeks.

It’s common to have multiple exams
happen to fall on the same week or
consecutive weeks. 

Start studying 2-3 weeks ahead!

Grading
schemes



First Exam Cycle - Struggle Well!

Expect Exam 1 scores to be... different... from high school.
Everyone will have an adjustment period. It’s not just you!
Take it seriously, but don’t let it demoralize you!

ASAP, review content with professors in office hours,
identify knowledge gaps, and discuss how to prepare
better for Exam 2.

Meet with AC to reflect and brainstorm ways to plan
ahead for future success, and TAMS personal counselors
to tackle other factors, e.g. stress, test anxiety, etc.

Many students’ trajectories are shaped by how they
respond to the challenges of the first semester. 

But if you learn to ask and accept help, then you’ll be
better equipped to overcome obstacles and setbacks in
the years to come, as future innovators!



finals 
week

Very busy week! 
same-day exams
project due dates 
end-of-semester responsibilities 

returning textbooks, cleaning,
packing, move-out, etc.



pop quiz!

Which TAMS and unt
resources can you
already name now?

here’s more!



TAMS Academic
society (TAS)

personal
Counseling 

College
Counseling

TAMS REsources

online resources
one-on-one tutoring

study groups

college applications
deciding on a major
admissions options

test anxiety / pressure
social/emotional concerns
available and confidential



uNT resources
Professors & TAs
Office of Disability Access
Mathematics Lab
Chemistry Resource Center
Life Sciences Resource Center
Writing Center
CoSci & ENGR Help Lab
Physics Instructional Center
History Help Center
Learning Center

FREE to TAMS students!

Take advantage of what your
tuition already provides!

 Most tutoring centers offer
various sessions:

 by appt
drop-ins

one-on-one
 online resources



How to get
that invite!



Students are not automatically invited
to return to TAMS each semester. 

Factors that may be grounds for
dismissal from TAMS:

academic dishonesty
disciplinary infractions
poor attendance
excessive academic points
poor attitude toward improving
low grades

dismissal



academic 
integrity

Involvement in any form of
academic dishonesty is grounds for
dismissal from TAMS.

More details in the Handbook.

Be proactive and act with integrity
at all times. Report concerns to
professors and counselors
immediately!



grades

Students must maintain minimum
grades and GPAs to be invited to
return to TAMS each semester. 

Review the Student Handbook for
more information.

Wherever your academic journey
takes you, grades earned at TAMS will
forever be part of your higher
education transcript.



what to expect 
in the next 2 years



fall 1

Adjusting to college
classes and life in
McConnell Hall

Last chance to
change tracks



Spring 1

First opportunity for students to
make their own schedules and
take electives

Club/organization leadership
application process

Complete prep course
w/College Counselor:

HNRS 1900Z:
Foundations of Education
and Career Development



summer

Optional summer research

summer classes
(retakes or electives)

Prep for college applications



fall 2

Hardest semester!

More advanced courses!

College applications!

Balancing classes with club
leadership responsibilities!



spring 2

College applications
and decisions arrive

Battle Senioritis

Senior events:
Prom
Senior Day
Rosecutting 
Commencement!!!



action steps 



Action
steps

Submit the online track-pathway
confirmation form by this Wednesday!

Thoroughly read and annotate the TAMS
Student Handbook. Reflect on application,
interview, and Summer O experiences

Closely monitor your UNT email
create notifications on all devices
save contacts to rescue emails from
dreaded spam filters!!!

Homework: Fun Summer Reading!
Inside the Box: How Constraints Make
Us Better - David Epstein
Atomic Habits - James Clear
Outliers: The Story of Success
- Malcolm Gladwell



thanks for listening!

Q&A

For additional questions, contact 
 Brieanna Casey & Anitra Chambers
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